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DIAMOND

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

show

Thank you to all the above businesses for your on-going support for the 
unWINEd Riverina events and promotions program. With your support we have 

been able to grow and develop new events and build awareness for our region. 



On behalf of the Riverina Winemakers Association and the wine show 
committee, I’d like to acknowledge the following people and businesses for 
their contirbutions and support.
•	 All of our 2019 sponsors
•	 The Wine Show Committee - Russell Cody, Emma Norbiato, John Coughlan, 

David Joeky, Leigh Berton and Robyn Turner for all your efforts in supporting 
and improving the show. 

•	 RWA Members, Andrew Calabria and Sam Brewer for supporting the    
committee at every step

•	 To each of our local wineries who provided staff to support set up and 
pack down; equipment and much more. 

•	 The De Bortoli team for hosting our judges for dinner at their winery
•	 Wayne Alpen and his staff at Linx for receiving our exhbits 
•	 All of our stewards and helpers - Russell Cody; John Coughlan; Matt Santos; 

Mel McWilliam; Joel Veenhuizen; Calvin Foster
•	 Chair Judge, Gabirelle Poy and all of our judges for being a part of the 

2019 show
•	 Rhonda Jobbitt for catering delicious home cooked lunches every day
•	 George Santalucia and Louie Forner for maintenance of the hall
•	 Francesca from the AWRI for running the showrunner system
•	 Laura De Mamiel and Francine Barbaro for all their help with the show and 

awards dinner planning and execution
Thank you,

Carrah Lymer
2019 Show Organiser

To anyone I may have missed I apologise

acknowledgemENTS



With a reinvigorated team of judges, chosen for their diverse palates and 
backgrounds, the 2019 Riverina Show was a pleasure to judge.

Across the board, cooler climates served the traditional varieties of 
chardonnay, pinot and cabernet well.  While warmer areas saw the rise of 
non-thirsty vines such as montepulciano, trebbiano and fiano – a nod to our 
future landscape.  

Long days of judging were rewarded by local hospitality at its best. For lunch, 
Rhonda’s delicious carb-loading feast provided the team with much-needed 
fuel. By night, our dinners at Limone, Zecca and in De Bortoli’s (or rather 
Julie’s) barrel room were standouts. 

The flow between the back of house team and the organisers was exemplary, 
making for an easy and efficient environment to work. A big thanks to Russell, 
John and the stewards for their tireless support, and Carrah and Laura for 
taking care of everything.  

Lastly, Francesca from the AWRI was a formidable resource with the 
Showrunner system.

We look forward to doing it all again in 2020. 

   Gabrielle Poy
2019 Chair of Judges

MESSAGE FROM THE PANEL CHAIR



OUR JUDGING PANEL

L-R: Blair Jensen, Georgina Low, Isabelle Agnes, Luke Piccolo, Madden Morris, Kay Reynolds, 
Patrick Underwood, Tim Perrin, Tessa Brown, Jeremy Nascimben, Amy Sutherland Smith, 
Jason Bowyer, Jacob Zanatta, Kane McDonald, Gwyn Olsen, Gabrielle Poy, Russell Cody, 
John Coughlan, Stephanie Lucas. Absent: Jordan Bellato

A few snaps from wine show week. credit: Carrah Lymer



open show

The Riverina is the country’s largest wine producer, accounting in NSW for 60% 
of the state’s production. Uniquely and proudly, five family-owned businesses 

are essentially responsible for driving the region’s engine-room, supplying
one in every four glasses of Australian wine.

As a result, over time, these producers have been compelled to draw from 
well beyond the Riverina to meet demands for the considerable volumes of 
consistent quality wine they produce, to compete at key price points in both 

domestic and overseas markets.

Likewise, the Riverina Wine Show has expanded concurrently to reflect this 
reality, acknowledging the wider resources required by inviting large 

companies beyond the region to participate in the Riverina’s national 
competition, which has formed basis of the Riverina Wine Show, now in 

its 45th year.



classes

DRY WHITE ANY VINTAGE
Class 1: Fragrant and floral varieties or blends

Class 2: Chardonnay
Class 3: Semillon

Class 4: Semillon blends, Semillon predominant
Class 5: Sauvignon Blanc

Class 6: Pinot Gris, Pinot Grigio
Class 7: Other white varieties & blends

DRY RED ANY VINTAGE
Class 8: Rosé Class 9: Pinot Noir

Class 10: Shiraz
Class 11: Durif

Class 12: Cabernet Sauvignon
Class 13: Other Red Varieties

Class 14: Red Blends
SPARKLING WINES

Class 15: Sparkling White/Rose
Class 16: Sparkling Red

FORTIFIED WINES
Class 17: Fortified Apera,

Class 18: Fortified Sweet Style
Class 19: Fortified Tawny Style

Class 20: Fortified Ruby & Vintage Style
Class 21: Fortified Muscat/ Muscadelle Style

TROPHY SCHEDULE RIVERINA OPEN CLASSES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

 ● Best Chardonnay (Class 2)
● Best Semillon (Class 3)

● Best Sauvignon Blanc (Class 5)
● Best Dry White Other (Classes 1, 4, 6 and 7)

● Best White Wine of Show
● Best Pinot Noir (Class 9)

● Best Shiraz - Sean Hampel Memorial Trophy (Class 10)
● Best Cabernet Sauvignon (Class 12)

● Best Dry Red Other (Classes 11, 13 and 14)
● Best Sparkling (Classes 15 and 16)

● Best Red Wine of Show
● Best Fortified All Styles

● ‘ Champion of Show’ Ian Bicego Memorial Trophy
● Most Successful Exhibitor

SPECIAL AWARDS - ALL CLASSES
● Best Popular Premium Red Wine

● Best Popular Premium White Wine
● Best Popular Premium Sparkling Wine

Popular Premium = 90,000 litres



trophy WINNERS
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riverina gi show

The Riverina Region Show GI Classes focus on evaluating the style and quality 
of wines produced from entirely within the Riverina. 

These classes are specifically aimed at creating space for smaller producers 
to be represented in competition, providing the industry with a better 

perspective of the Riverina’s true capacity as a wine-producing region.



DRY WHITE ANY VINTAGE
Class 1: Chardonnay

Class 2: Sauvignon Blanc
Class 3: Pinot Gris

Class 4: Other White Varieties and blends

DRY RED ANY VINTAGE
Class 5: Rose (any sweetness)

Class 6: Shiraz
Class 7: Durif

Class 8: Cabernet Sauvignon
Class 9: Other Red Varieties and blends

SPARKLING WINES 
Class 10: Sparkling White/Rose/Red 

FORTIFIED WINES
Class 11: Fortified Apera, any style 

Class 12: Fortified Sweet Styles
Class 13: Fortified Tawny Style

Class 14: Fortified Ruby & Vintage Style
Class 15: Fortified Muscat/Muscadelle Style

TROPHY & AWARD SCHEDULE RIVERINA GI CLASSES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

● Best Dry White Wine (Classes 1-4)
● Best Dry Red Wine (all red classes other than a Durif)

● Best Durif (Class 7 - regional specialty)
● Most successful exhibitor

SPECIAL AWARD
Peer nominated with winner chosen by the wine show committee 

● Riverina Legend Award

classes



trophy WINNERS



RIVERINA LEGEND

Les has inspired and educated many people about Riverina Wine. 
He has devoted many hours of service to our industry (many of these I think 

were volunteer). Quite simply, without people like Les (full of passion and 
dedication) the Riverina Wine Show would have ceased to exist many years 

ago.

Les is a stalwart in the wine community within the Riverina region. He has 
worked at De Bortoli, Calabria, McWilliams and now at Casella and is a well 

known face in the industry who supports our Riverina region with great 
passion and pride. 
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australian italian varieties

Created in 2016 to focus specifically on the development of Australian wines 
from Italian varieties. The awards have a natural link with the Riverina, as the 
region’s agricultural foundations were underpinned by the strong Italian mi-

grant population, right back to the early 1900s.



CLASSES
AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES SPARKLING

Class 1: Prosecco
Class 2: Moscato

AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES WHITES (ANY VINTAGE)
Class 3: Arneis
Class 4: Fiano
Class 5: Greco

Class 6: Pinot Bianco
Class 7: Pinot Grigio
Class 8: Vermentino

Class 9: Other White Varieties
Class 10: Other White Blends

AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES REDS (ANY VINTAGE)
Class 11: Rose (any variety or style)

Class 12: Aglianico
Class 13: Barbera
Class 14: Lagrein

Class 15: Montepulciano
Class 16: Nebbiolo

Class 17: Nero d’Avola
Class 18: Primitivo

Class 19: Sangiovese
Class 20: Other Red Varieties
Class 21: Other Red Blends

TROPHY SCHEDULE
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system.

Trophies will be awarded for:
● Best Sparkling (Class 1 and 2)

● Best White Wine (Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10)
● Best Pinot Grigio (Class 7)

● Best Rose (Class 11)
● Best Red Wine (Class 12-21)

● Chief Judges award for ‘Most Exciting Wine’
● Australian Italian Varieties Wine Awards Champion

classes



trophy WINNERS
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sweet wine challenge

The Australian Sweet Wine Challenge is one of the only wine shows in the 
world dedicated to sweet and semi-sweet wines from all over the globe; 

highlighting the quality and diversity of the best dessert wines available and 
promoting a greater understanding and awareness of these wine styles to 

wine trade and consumers.



CLASSES
Class 1: Off-dry styles

Class 2: Medium Sweet
Class 3: Sweet Floral (Rieslings etc)

Class 4: Sweet Fruity (Semillon predominant)
Class 5: Other varieties and blends

MUSEUM CLASS (vintage 2012 and older)
Class 6: Entries only eligible to be awarded a trophy in the Museum Class.

TROPHIES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

o Best Sweet Floral (Class 3)
o Best Sweet Fruity Semillon predominant (Class 4)

o Best Other Varieties and Blends (Class 5)
o Best wine from the Museum Class (Class 6)

o Australian Sweet Wine of the Year (All classes except for Class 6)

classes
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tumbarumba

Designed to support and champion the excellence of the smaller growers 
and winemakers within the neighbouring Tumbarumba GI who not only 

produce their own boutique labels, but make an important contribution to 
the greater Riverina by supplying significant quantities of cool climate fruit. 

This development is a natural progression that seeks to acknowledge and 
celebrate the partnership of these distinct yet interdependent regions and 

their respective strengths



SPARKLING WINE
Class 1: Sparkling (any method, any style)

WHITE CLASSES
Class 2: Young Chardonnay (2016 to 2018)

Class 3: Young Other White Varieties and Blends (2016 to 2018)
Class 4: Mature Whites (2015 and older)

RED CLASSES
Class 5: Young Pinot Noir (2015 - 2018),

Class 6: Young Other Red Varieties and Blends (2015 - 2018),
Class 7: Mature Red Varietals and Blends (2014 and older)

TROPHIES
● Best Sparkling (Class 1)

● Best Young White (Class 2 and 3)
● Best Mature White (Class 4)

● Best Young Red (Class 5 and 6)
● Best Mature Red (Class 7)

● Wine of Show
● Small Producers Award

classes
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hilltops

Designed to support and champion the excellence of the smaller growers 
and winemakers within the neighbouring Hilltops a GI who not only produce 
their own boutique labels, but make an important contribution to the greater 

Riverina by supplying significant quantities of quality fruit. 

This development is a natural progression that seeks to acknowledge and 
celebrate the partnership of these distinct yet interdependent regions and 

their respective strengths



WHITE WINES
Class 1: Aromatic (vintages 2016-2018) e.g. Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, Viognier

Class 2: Non-Aromatic (vintages 2016- 2018) e.g. Chardonnay, Semillon
Class 3: Older White Wines (2015 or older)
Class 4: Sweet/Late harvest (any vintage)

Class 5: Sparkling White Wine (any vintage)

RED WINES
Class 6: Shiraz (vintages 2014 to 2017)

Class 7: Cab Sav (vintages 2014 to 2017)
Class 8: Nebbiolo (any vintage)

Class 9: Italian Varieties (any vintage)
Class 10: Tempranillo (2014-2017)

Class 11: Other Reds/Red Blends (vintages 2014 to 2017)
Class 12: Mature Reds (vintage 2013 or older)

ROSE WINES
Class 13: Rose (any vintage)

TROPHY SCHEDULE
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system.

Trophies will be awarded for:
o Best White Wine (Classes 1-5)

o Best Shiraz (Class 6)
o Best Cabernet Sauvignon (Class 7)

o Best Italian Varietal (Classes 8 and 9)
o Best Red Blend/Other Red (Classes 10, 11 and 12)

o WINE OF SHOW: The PETER ROBERTSON TROPHY for The ‘Hilltops Wine of the Year’

Please note: There is no Trophy Award for Class 13

HILLTOPS RESULTS PRESENTED ON 23RD SEPTEMBER 2017

classes



trophy WINNERS
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