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The Riverina Winemakers Association would like to thank their sponsors who have stood by 
them during this year and acknowledge that the local wine show would not be a success 

without their support.
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Our Wine Show Committee, through hard work and tenacity, safely and efficiently continued a 
45-year legacy, and hosted our annual wine show, leading the way as one of the first major wine 
shows in the country to proceed.

Even during this tough year with the impact of drought, bushfires and covid, impacting the industry, 
the show still received a similar amount of entries and ran three panels over 2.5 days. 

The show, which requires almost an entire year of planning by the committee, continually adapted 
and re-organised their plans month by month, then week by week as the border closures came 
into effect.
 
With many wine shows being cancelled and postponed, we were steadfast and patient in making 
our decision to continue, knowing it could all still be turned upside down any day. It paid off, 
however, the next challenge was being the first one to proceed in unchartered territory. 

We had no one to reference when it came to managing a show under these condition, our 
primary focus was to ensure we took our duty of care to the community very seriously and we 
ran every element of our show under the highest safety standards we could think of. It added a 
lot more time and cost to the event but we didn’t want to have any regrest.  I’m very proud of 
everyone involved who respected and enforced these measures for the reputation of the show 
and the committee. 

For our awards dinner, we could have hosted an event under the restriction guidelines but it would 
have not been very fun to attend an awards ceremony where you can’t get up from your table to 
collect your trophy or mingle with your peers and celebrate your success. 

Instead, we reached out to our winners to film themselves acknowledging their trophy and email 
it to us. Everyone participated which was wonderful to see and hear from the people behind the 
wines. Paul Barlow did an amazing job of piecing it all together into a 45 minute video and we 
screened it for the first time on riverinawinemakers.com.au at 4 pm Friday 18th September. The link 
to watch the video can be accessed via the website.

Thank you to our sponsors for their unwavering support and to everyone in the ‘Acknowldgements’ 
section (next page) who helped make the show a success. 

Carrah Lymer
2020 Show Organiser

the show must go on



A wine show in the time of Covid-19 is not an easy feat to pull off, but the 2020 Riverina Show was 
a great success - thanks to its many tireless organisers.  The trust extended from Griffith and the 
committee was much appreciated, as was the strong number of entries this year.

The back of house crew put in a herculean effort – Carrah Lymer and Chief Stewards Russell Cody 
and John Coghlan ran a tight team of switched on stewards. And Carrah’s mum Rhonda delivered 
daily lunches (individually packed), fueling the judges and stewards on.

Logistically running six shows at the same time can cause headaches. But thanks to the AWRI and 
their Show Runner team led by Francesca, we had continual online support.

The judging panel was a brilliant mix of both local, NSW and ACT winemakers, retail buyers and a 
sommelier. Quite a few stepped up to the plate with only short notice, but this didn’t dampen their 
lively and respectful discussions.

Particular strengths this year were Tumbarumba chardonnay and pinot, Hilltops cabernet, other 
varietals in the Open Show and Italian varietals. Local stickies were a highlight too.

Once again, our nightly dinners were exceptional. Limone and Zecca welcomed us back, 
showcasing the excellent quality of the hospitality, cooking and the outstanding local produce.
   
Thank you again for the opportunity to lead the team this year. Everyone went above and beyond 
to make this another great chapter in the Riverina Wine Show. I look forward to chairing this show 
for my final year in 2021.

Gabrielle Poy
2020 Wine Show Chair

CHAIR REPORT



Wine Show Committee
Leigh Berton - Berton Vineyards
John Coughlan - De Bortoli Wines
David Joeky - Casella Family Brands
Russell Cody - McWilliams Wines
Carmelo D’Aquino - Warburn Estate
Emma Norbiato - Calabria Wines

Office Bearers
Andrew Calabria - President
Sam Brewer - Vice President
Carrah Lymer - Executive Officer 
Laura De Mamiel - Secretary

Head Stewards
Russell Cody
John Coughlan

Stewards/Support Staff
Amba McDonald
Chris Webb
Isacc Tyndall
Robert Wood 
Bailey McDonald
Rhonda Jobbitt
Michele O’Keeffe

Chair
Gabrielle Poy

Panel Chairs
Adam Walls
Gwyn Olsen
Adrian Sparks

Judges
Chris Carpenter
Nadja Wallington
Monica Gray
Madden Morris
Stephanie Lucas
Daryl Armanini

Associate
Luke Piccolo

Associate/Stewards
Kane McDonald, 
Georgina Low
Calvin Foster
Mel McWilliam
Matt Santos
Jordon Bellato 
Jacob Zanatta
Chrissie Smith
Emma Shaw
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open show

The Riverina is the country’s largest wine producer, accounting in NSW for 60% 
of the state’s production. Uniquely and proudly, five family-owned businesses 

are essentially responsible for driving the region’s engine-room, supplying
one in every four glasses of Australian wine.

As a result, over time, these producers have been compelled to draw from 
well beyond the Riverina to meet demands for the considerable volumes of 
consistent quality wine they produce, to compete at key price points in both 

domestic and overseas markets.

Likewise, the Riverina Wine Show has expanded concurrently to reflect this 
reality, acknowledging the wider resources required by inviting large 

companies beyond the region to participate in the Riverina’s national 
competition, which has formed basis of the Riverina Wine Show, now in 

its 45th year.



classes

DRY WHITE ANY VINTAGE
Class 1: Fragrant and floral varieties or blends

Class 2: Chardonnay
Class 3: Semillon

Class 4: Semillon blends, Semillon predominant
Class 5: Sauvignon Blanc

Class 6: Pinot Gris, Pinot Grigio
Class 7: Other white varieties & blends

DRY RED ANY VINTAGE
Class 8: Rosé Class 9: Pinot Noir

Class 10: Shiraz
Class 11: Cabernet Sauvignon

Class 12: Durif
Class 13: Other Red Varieties

Class 14: Red Blends
SPARKLING WINES

Class 15: Sparkling White/Rose
Class 16: Sparkling Red

FORTIFIED WINES
Class 17: Fortified Apera,

Class 18: Fortified Sweet Style
Class 19: Fortified Tawny Style

Class 20: Fortified Ruby & Vintage Style
Class 21: Fortified Muscat/ Muscadelle Style

TROPHY SCHEDULE RIVERINA OPEN CLASSES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

 ● Best Chardonnay (Class 2)
● Best Semillon (Class 3)

● Best Sauvignon Blanc (Class 5)
● Best Dry White Other (Classes 1, 4, 6 and 7)

● Best White Wine of Show
● Best Pinot Noir (Class 9)

● Best Shiraz - Sean Hampel Memorial Trophy (Class 10)
● Best Cabernet Sauvignon (Class 12)

● Best Dry Red Other (Classes 11, 13 and 14)
● Best Sparkling (Classes 15 and 16)

● Best Red Wine of Show
● Best Fortified All Styles

● ‘ Champion of Show’ Ian Bicego Memorial Trophy
● Most Successful Exhibitor



trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best Sparkling	 No trophy awarded

Best Semillon	 McGuigan 2013 Shortlist Semillon

Best Chardonnay	 Once & Well 2019 Margaret River Chardonnay

Best Sauvignon Blanc	 Miles From Nowhere 2020  Sauvignon Blanc

Best Dry White Other	 Peter Lehmann Wines 2015 Wigan Riesling

Best White Wine of Show	 Once & Well 2019 Margaret River Chardonnay

Best Pinot Noir	 No trophy awarded

Best Shiraz 	 Berton Vineyards 2019 Metal Label Shiraz
The Sean Hampel Trophy 

Best Cabernet Sauvignon 	 Pepper Tree 2018 Calcare Single Vineyard 
	 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon

Best Dry Red Other	 Franklin Tate Estates 2018 Cabernet Merlot

Best Red Wine of Show	 Franklin Tate Estates 2018 Cabernet Merlot

Best Fortified All Styles	 Morris Wines NV Cellar Reserve Grand Muscat

Best Still Wine of Show	 Franklin Tate Estates 2018 Cabernet Merlot
Ian Bicego Memorial Trophy

Most Successful Exhibitor 	 Morris Wines
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riverina gi show

The Riverina Region Show GI Classes focus on evaluating the style and quality 
of wines produced from entirely within the Riverina. 

These classes are specifically aimed at creating space for smaller producers 
to be represented in competition, providing the industry with a better 

perspective of the Riverina’s true capacity as a wine-producing region.



DRY WHITE ANY VINTAGE
Class 1: Chardonnay

Class 2: Sauvignon Blanc
Class 3: Pinot Gris

Class 4: Other White Varieties and blends

DRY RED ANY VINTAGE
Class 5: Rose (any sweetness)

Class 6: Shiraz
Class 7: Durif

Class 8: Cabernet Sauvignon
Class 9: Other Red Varieties and blends

SPARKLING WINES 
Class 10: Sparkling White/Rose/Red 

TROPHY & AWARD SCHEDULE RIVERINA GI CLASSES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

● Best Dry White Wine (Classes 1-4)
● Best Dry Red Wine (all red classes other than a Durif)

● Best Durif (Class 7 - regional specialty)
● Most successful exhibitor

SPECIAL AWARD
Peer nominated with winner chosen by the wine show committee 

● Riverina Legend Award

classes



trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best Riverina Dry White	 McWilliams Wines 2020 Enticement Gracious 
	 Pinot Grigio

Best Riverina Dry Red	 McWilliams Wines 2020 Alternis Nero D’Avola

Best Riverina Durif	 The Venturer Series 2019 Durif

Most Successful Exhibitor 	 Calabria Family Wines



RIVERINA LEGEND

These two men have worked over 90 local vintages between them and have been involved 
in the local wine industry most of their lives. Jim’s first vintage was 1942 and Keith’s 1944.

Keith was the president of the Riverina Winemakers Association (formerly known as the MIA 
Winemakers Association) for several years. After the Co-op winery at Beelbangera failed, 

the winery was taken over by McWilliams and developed into production again under 
Keith’s management.  

Keith helped in the development of the large Stainless Steel red fermenters that produced 
premium red table wines for many years, before operations ceased at Beelbangera. 

Keith’s Vintage Ports soon became wine show highlights. He was also chairman of the family 
company for several years. 

Jim McWilliam took over the management of the Yenda winery from his father Doug. 
Yenda became the main blending cellar for the company and was the first local winery to 

establish bottled sparkling wine production. 

Jim was responsible for all the sparkling wines made at Yenda. He was also the main distiller 
of the brandy that the company made and aged at Yenda. He was the Production director 

following on from his uncle Glen McWilliam.  

Their winemaking expertise, along with the engineering expertise of Glen McWilliam, saw the 
company win the most successful exhibitor in the Royal Sydney wine show for over 20 years.
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australian italian varieties

Created in 2016 to focus specifically on the development of Australian wines 
from Italian varieties. The awards have a natural link with the Riverina, as the 
region’s agricultural foundations were underpinned by the strong Italian mi-

grant population, right back to the early 1900s.



CLASSES
AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES SPARKLING

Class 1: Prosecco
Class 2: Moscato

AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES WHITES (ANY VINTAGE)
Class 3: Arneis
Class 4: Fiano
Class 5: Greco

Class 6: Pinot Bianco
Class 7: Pinot Grigio
Class 8: Vermentino

Class 9: Other White Varieties
Class 10: Other White Blends

AUSTRALIAN ITALIAN VARIETIES REDS (ANY VINTAGE)
Class 11: Rose (any variety or style)

Class 12: Aglianico
Class 13: Barbera
Class 14: Lagrein

Class 15: Montepulciano
Class 16: Nebbiolo

Class 17: Nero d’Avola
Class 18: Primitivo

Class 19: Sangiovese
Class 20: Other Red Varieties
Class 21: Other Red Blends

TROPHY SCHEDULE
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system.

Trophies will be awarded for:
● Best Sparkling (Class 1 and 2)

● Best White Wine (Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10)
● Best Pinot Grigio (Class 7)

● Best Rose (Class 11)
● Best Red Wine (Class 12-21)

● Chief Judges award for ‘Most Exciting Wine’
● Australian Italian Varieties Wine Awards Champion

classes



trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best Sparkling	 No trophy awarded

Best White Wine	 Briar Ridge 2020 Limited Release Wrattonbully Fiano

Best Pinot Grigio	 McWilliams Wines 2020 Enticement Gracious Pinot Grigio

Best Rose	 De Bortoli Wines 2020 Rose

Best Red Wine	 Calabria Private Bin 2019 Montepulciano 

Chief Judges award 	 Ricca Terra 2019 Aglianico
‘Most Exciting Wine’

Champion of Show	 Briar Ridge 2020 Limited Release Wrattonbully Fiano
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sweet wine challenge

The Australian Sweet Wine Challenge is one of the only wine shows in the 
world dedicated to sweet and semi-sweet wines from all over the globe; 

highlighting the quality and diversity of the best dessert wines available and 
promoting a greater understanding and awareness of these wine styles to 

wine trade and consumers.



CLASSES
Class 1: Off-dry styles

Class 2: Medium Sweet
Class 3: Sweet Floral (Rieslings etc)

Class 4: Sweet Fruity (Semillon predominant)
Class 5: Other varieties and blends

MUSEUM CLASS (vintage 2012 and older)
Class 6: Entries only eligible to be awarded a trophy in the Museum Class.

TROPHIES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

o Best Sweet Floral (Class 3)
o Best Sweet Fruity Semillon predominant (Class 4)

o Best Other Varieties and Blends (Class 5)
o Best wine from the Museum Class (Class 6)

o Australian Sweet Wine of the Year (All classes except for Class 6)

classes

trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best Sweet Floral 	 Brown Brothers 2017 Patricia Noble Riesling

Best Sweet Fruity	 De Bortoli Wines Noble One 2018 Botrytis Semillon

Best Sweet Other	 No trophy awarded

Best Museum Class	 De Bortoli Wines 2002 Noble One Botrytis Semillon

Australian Sweet Wine	 De Bortoli Wines Noble One 2018 Botrytis Semillon
of the Year 2020
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tumbarumba

Designed to support and champion the excellence of the smaller growers 
and winemakers within the neighbouring Tumbarumba GI who not only 

produce their own boutique labels, but make an important contribution to 
the greater Riverina by supplying significant quantities of cool climate fruit. 

This development is a natural progression that seeks to acknowledge and 
celebrate the partnership of these distinct yet interdependent regions and 

their respective strengths



SPARKLING WINE
Class 1: Sparkling (any method, any style)

WHITE CLASSES
Class 2: Young Chardonnay (2016 to 2018)

Class 3: Young Other White Varieties and Blends (2016 to 2018)
Class 4: Mature Whites (2015 and older)

RED CLASSES
Class 5: Young Pinot Noir (2015 - 2018),

Class 6: Young Other Red Varieties and Blends (2015 - 2018),
Class 7: Mature Red Varietals and Blends (2014 and older)

TROPHIES
● Best Sparkling (Class 1)

● Best Young White (Class 2 and 3)
● Best Mature White (Class 4)

● Best Young Red (Class 5 and 6)
● Best Mature Red (Class 7)

● Wine of Show
● Small Producers Award

classes

CLASSES
Class 1: Off-dry styles

Class 2: Medium Sweet
Class 3: Sweet Floral (Rieslings etc)

Class 4: Sweet Fruity (Semillon predominant)
Class 5: Other varieties and blends

MUSEUM CLASS (vintage 2012 and older)
Class 6: Entries only eligible to be awarded a trophy in the Museum Class.

TROPHIES
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system. Trophies will be awarded for:

o Best Sweet Floral (Class 3)
o Best Sweet Fruity Semillon predominant (Class 4)

o Best Other Varieties and Blends (Class 5)
o Best wine from the Museum Class (Class 6)

o Australian Sweet Wine of the Year (All classes except for Class 6)



trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best Sparkling	 No trophy awarded

Best Young White	 De Bortoli Wines 2019 Regional Classic Chardonnay

Best Mature White	 Collector 2017 Tiger Tiger Chardonnay

Best Young Red	 Linear 2019 Pinot Noir

Best Mature Red	 No trophy awarded

Wine of Show	 Linear 2019 Pinot Noir
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hilltops

Designed to support and champion the excellence of the smaller growers 
and winemakers within the neighbouring Hilltops a GI who not only produce 
their own boutique labels, but make an important contribution to the greater 

Riverina by supplying significant quantities of quality fruit. 

This development is a natural progression that seeks to acknowledge and 
celebrate the partnership of these distinct yet interdependent regions and 

their respective strengths



WHITE WINES
Class 1: Aromatic (vintages 2016-2018) e.g. Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, Viognier

Class 2: Non-Aromatic (vintages 2016- 2018) e.g. Chardonnay, Semillon
Class 3: Older White Wines (2015 or older)
Class 4: Sweet/Late harvest (any vintage)

Class 5: Sparkling White Wine (any vintage)

RED WINES
Class 6: Shiraz (vintages 2014 to 2017)

Class 7: Cab Sav (vintages 2014 to 2017)
Class 8: Nebbiolo (any vintage)

Class 9: Italian Varieties (any vintage)
Class 10: Tempranillo (2014-2017)

Class 11: Other Reds/Red Blends (vintages 2014 to 2017)
Class 12: Mature Reds (vintage 2013 or older)

ROSE WINES
Class 13: Rose (any vintage)

TROPHY SCHEDULE
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be awarded using the 100 point system.

Trophies will be awarded for:
o Best White Wine (Classes 1-5)

o Best Shiraz (Class 6)
o Best Cabernet Sauvignon (Class 7)

o Best Italian Varietal (Classes 8 and 9)
o Best Red Blend/Other Red (Classes 10, 11 and 12)

o WINE OF SHOW: The PETER ROBERTSON TROPHY for The ‘Hilltops Wine of the Year’

Please note: There is no Trophy Award for Class 13

HILLTOPS RESULTS PRESENTED ON 23RD SEPTEMBER 2017

classes



trophy winners

Trophy/Award Name 	 Winner
Best White Wine	 Collector Summer Swarm 2019 Fiano

Best Shiraz	 McWilliams Wines 2018 1877 Shiraz

Best Cabernet Sauvignon	 Ballinaclash 2019 Tom Cabernet Sauvignon

Best Italian Varietal	 No trophy awarded

Best Red Blend/Other Red	 Moppity Vineyards 2017 Lock & Key Reserve 		
	 Tempranillo

Peter Robertson Wine of Show	 McWilliams Wines 2018 1877 Shiraz
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